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when they arrived, while in addition to this the lieu-
tenant was decidedly sea-sick. As they entered the
drawing-room, the company of some forty persons (the
ladies en grande toilette, the gentlemen in evening
dress) regarded them with mixed amazement and dis-
gust The hussar presently disappeared. Bismarck,
however, sat down to table with an air of careless
gaiety, in spite of the evident disgust which the good
people manifested, and acted as if there were nothing
in his appearance that anybody could object to. People
wondered at the time how it was he failed to have any
idea of the unpleasant impression he had made*

I left Varzin on Monday morning at 11 o'clock,
again taking the post to Schlawe, proceeding thence by
rail to Berlin and to Schonhausen.

Before I ask the reader to accompany me further, I
wish to make a few more remarks on the Varzin
estate which I noted down on various occasions from
statements made by the Imperial Chancellor. First, a
few words as to its history, and then as to the manner
in which it is administered and governed by its owner,
and as to the life he led there in other respects, in 1877,
and shortly before and after that year.

In former times Varzin formed part of a much larger
and more valuable group of estates, some of which were
originally held by the Zitgewite family, the greater
portion, however, being in the possession of the Counts
Podewils, who, up to the year 1805, were large landed
proprietors here. Tradition has it that this old family
of Pomeranian nobles obtained the nucleus of their
possessions through an act of bravery. According to an
account given to us by the Chancellor, a Duke of
Pomerania was attacked by Saracen pirates during a
pilgrimage to the Holy Land. They had boarded his